


“The world's worst recorded food disaster
occurred in 1943 in British-ruled India.
Known as the Bengal Famine, an estimated
4 million people died of hunger that year in
eastern India (which included today's
Bangladesh). Initially, this catastrophe was
attributed to an acute shortfall in food
production in the area. However, Indian
economist Amartya Sen (recipient of the
Nobel Prize for Economics, 1998) has
established that while food shortage was a
contributor to the problem, a more potent
factor was the result of hysteria related to
World War II, which made food supply a
low priority for the British rulers”.



The Architect of Green Revolution
Left: Dr. M.S. Swaminathan; Right: Dr. Norman Borlaug



Consumption of fertilizers in India

IMPACT OF GREEN 
REVOLUTION

• The High Yielding
Variety (HYV) of wheat
produced the best
results. India produced
131 million tonnes of
foodgrains in 1978-79
and became a grain
exporter.

• Yield per unit of
farmland improved by
30 percent between 1947
to 1979.

• The crop area using
HYV increased from 7
percent to 22 percent
during the ten years of
Green Revolution (wheat
70%, rice 35%, millet
and corn 20%).

• Major benefits of the
Green Revolution was
experienced by North
and N W India between
1965-80.
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